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January 26, 2021 
 
 
Dear Wantagh School Community, 
 
In an effort to identify local governments and school districts that are experiencing fiscal stress, the State 
Comptroller’s Office has implemented an annual statewide fiscal stress monitoring system. Based on the 
formula used to calculate the fiscal stress score by the State Comptroller’s Office, the Wantagh Union Free 
School District has been listed as a school district experiencing “moderate stress.” The overall score this year 
represents an improved score for the district from last year, however, not enough to move to a lower 
designated category.  
 
An audit by the State Comptroller’s Office for the time period of 2014-2016 resulted in a recommendation for 
the district to reduce its appropriated fund balance. The district put into place a targeted financial plan that 
significantly reduced the appropriated fund balance over time, and thus effects this change in financial 
standing according to the fiscal stress metrics.  
 
As part of that financial plan, the district presented annual budgets for community consideration within the tax 
cap. In fact, the district had a very minimal increase to the tax levy with its 2015-2016 budget and a decrease in 
the tax levy with its 2016-2017 budget. The Board of Education and administration have been very strategic in 
their financial planning. The district was aware of the shift that would occur as we worked to tighten the 
budget based upon the Comptroller’s audit.   
 
An important part of our five-year strategic plan, Building Our Future Together, focuses on navigating some 
significant challenges, including the fiscal restraints of the property tax cap, rising labor costs, an aging 
infrastructure, all compounded by the increased expenses that we face this year to protect our students and 
staff during this pandemic. Our long-range financial plans are designed to meet the needs of the community 
while continuing to provide well-rounded educational opportunities for our students.   
 
Please be assured that the Board of Education and administration will continue to uphold the vision, mission 
and values of the Wantagh Union Free School District.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
John C. McNamara 
Superintendent of Schools  
 


